
The Bishop’s Corner—Cancel Culture 

The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

T here are many things we’re struggling with in the 

world this year. Many of these struggles are visible and 

obvious, like COVID-19 with more than 200,000 deaths 

in the United States, the social and economic upheaval 

and wild fires burning across California and in other 

western states. Other difficult struggles we are dealing 

with today are more veiled or hidden such as dealing 

with stress and depression. Added to this are conflicts 

over what others believe or opinions they have. 

One of these difficult struggles unfolding in our world 

today is called “Cancel Culture.” Merriam-Webster 

defines this Cancel Culture as “the removing of support 

for public figures in response to their objectionable 

behavior or opinions. This can include boycotts or refusal 

to promote their work.” On a larger scale, this Cancel 

Culture often plays out with an individual’s ability to 

completely negate another person because of their stand 

on an issue that is different than ours. For example, a 

person says, “I’m voting for Trump,” and the other 

person immediately assumes that the person is a right 

wing conspiracy theorist and anti-XYZ. Or someone 

says, “I’m voting for Biden,” and the other person 

immediately assumes that the person is a left wing liberal 

who has socialist leanings and desires to defund the 

police. 
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October 13 - 10 am - Rural Deans 

October 14 - 10:30 am - Diocesan 
Clergy Meeting on Zoom 

October 17 - 10 am -  Standing 
Committee 

October 18 - Bishop at Saint 
Luke’s, Merced 

October 25 - Bishop at St. Jude in 
the Mountains, Tehachapi 

November 1 - All Saints’ Day 

November 1 - Bishop at All Saints, 
Bakersfield 

November 2 - All Souls’ Day 

November 4 - 10:30 am - Diocesan 
Clergy Meeting on Zoom 

November 6 - Diocesan 
Convention 

November 8 - Bishop at St. Peter’s, 
Kernville 

November 9 & 10 - Diocesan 
Office Closed 
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Cancel Culture is a new phenomenon that propagandizes seeing events and reading or hearing opinions of 

others through a partisan lens like, “the side I don’t like.” But this “cancelling” is much broader than that and 

ties into a struggle the Church has experienced throughout history. 

As examples, in the first and second centuries when Christianity was still young, Christians asked themselves 

how they should interact with the world around them. At times the Roman Empire was actively hostile to 

Christianity, and there were many people who thought that the Early Church believers were a strange Jewish 

sect. To combat this erroneous belief and social rejection, some Christians thought the answer to this was to 

withdraw from the world around them. This withdrawal was an echo of the early Jewish sect known as the 

Essenes who sought purity by withdrawing from the world. One group that really picked up that banner of 

withdrawal was the Gnostics, a heresy of Christianity that said all matter was evil. Gnosticism was based on 

two false premises. First, it espoused a dualism regarding spirit and matter and that matter is evil and spirit is 

good. Second, Gnostics claimed to possess an elevated knowledge, a “higher truth” known only to a certain 

few and claimed to possess a higher knowledge, not from the Bible, but acquired on some mystical higher 

plane of existence. 

Now seeing as we’re not Gnostics and Christianity has spread throughout the world, it should be obvious 

that this wasn’t the chosen path for the Church to follow. The Early Church was grounded in Scripture 

(mostly Old Testament and letters that were circulated in the churches). These Christian believers earnestly 

asked God how He wanted them to respond to a hostile culture. It was with that grounding that the Church 

became incarnational and adhered to the concept of the union of divinity with humanity in Jesus Christ. In 

other words, the Church rightly saw itself as the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27) and knew from His life that 

Jesus went to the places others dared not go. The Pharisees chastised Jesus for eating with tax collectors and 

sinners (Mark 2:13-17), but Christ reminded them that He came not “to call the righteous, but sinners” (Matt 

9:13). 

Throughout the history of the Church, this has been a struggle; it is uncomfortable to go into places where 

we’re not wanted, where we’ll be challenged, or where we may need to challenge someone. But this is exactly 

what God calls us to do! The Church has always sought to enter, in love, into the most difficult of situations. 

During the 12-13th centuries in France a heresy known as the Albigensians sprung up. Saint Dominic 

founded the Order of Preachers to go and teach the heretics about the beauty of the Christian faith. It was 

the French king who led a crusade to battle the Albigensians. Saint Francis traveled to Egypt hoping to win 

the sultan to Christianity; Saint Thomas Aquinas wrote his Summa to present the Christian faith to Muslims 

and Jews; and in our recent history Archbishop Janani Luwum of Uganda was martyred for standing up in 

opposition to the dictator Idi Amin. 

Now in our time of Cancel Culture, let us not add to the discord. Clearly, we in the Church have our core 

beliefs: The bible is the authoritative Word of God and all people are created in the image of God. But these 

truths don’t mean we cannot sit down and dialogue with someone who fights tooth-and-nail against our core 

values. As an example, I come from a law enforcement family and have worked and ministered within the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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law enforcement community. I support law enforcement and recognize that 99 percent of law enforcement 

officers do their job to the best of their ability every day. However, I can still sit down with someone who says 

we need to defund the police and explore why they think this way and what they think defunding the police 

might mean if initiated. It is in that dialogue that God is given the space to work. If I say, “you and I are on 

opposite sides of this issue, you are an anathema to me,” then there is no space for God to work, and I cancel 

the other person’s thoughts or beliefs. 

In a time of pandemic, enormous stress and strains, fears and doubts, let us learn from the example of Jesus 

who met with sinners and tax collectors, Sadducees and Pharisees and allowed His father to do a good work. 

May the Lord bless and keep you all! 

Bishop Menees 

 

Transitions 

The Reverend Deacon Jane Williams formally retired with her last sermon at Holy Cross, Sanger on 

September 27th. Deacon Jane has been a godly and dedicated servant of the Lord. Her ministries in the diocese 

have been important and meaningful. Her work with the poor with Hope Sanger and Poverello House, her 

work with the people of Good Shepherd, Reedley, Saint Mary’s, Fresno and Holy Cross, Sanger has been 

impactful and long lasting, and her ministry with Cursillo and Anglican Fourth Day has been memorable and 

enjoyable. Sadly, in the early morning hours of September 15th an arsonist burnt down Saint Martin of Tours 

sanctuary and parish hall. Saint Martin’s has been home to our Lao speaking ministries for the past several 

decades but beyond that their ministry in the neighborhood has been so important. Please pray for Father Sam 

Vongsanit and the people of Saint Martins.  

The Majesty of The Lord’s Prayer 

By Susan A. Schnetz 

The answer to why Jesus’ prayer life is so powerful is contained in The Lord’s Prayer.                                    

Jesus outlines how we can fashion our prayers to be in accordance with the Father’s will. 

____________________ 

The first Book of Common Prayer (BCP) was produced in 1549 using scriptural references from the authorized English 

Bible of 1539. When the Prayer Book was revised in 1662, a new Bible known as the King James Bible of 1611 was 

used for scriptural references. In 2019 the BCP was revised and published using biblical texts from the English 

Standard Version (ESV) of the Bible. In this BCP edition, it’s comforting to Anglicans that The Lord’s Prayer 

appears in the new version form as well as the traditional. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Lord’s Prayer in the Gospels of Saint Matthew (6:9-13) and Saint Luke (11:2-4) is the only prayer 

composed by Jesus recorded in scripture. The immeasurable excellence of the Lord’s Prayer is a majestic model 

that impacts Christians as no other prayer does. 

The new version is: 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

The traditional version is: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name . . . Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. To pray 

that the Father’s will be done on earth as in heaven is to pray that His law or revealed will is to be obeyed and 

loved. “The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand” (John 3:35). “By Him (the Son) were 

all things created, that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible – all things were created by Him 

and for Him” (Colossians 1:16). Jesus declares: “For everyone who does the will of my Father who is in heaven, 

the same is my brother and my sister and my mother” (Matthew 12:50). This sets the course of our prayer with 

an astonishing personal truth from God to us as believers. We are His family! 

Give us this day our daily bread. Jesus teaches us to pray that God would give us our daily bread, but He is 

not telling His disciples or us to pray only for bread. While bread is a powerful symbol in scripture of God’s 

provision for His people, this petition shares that we ought to come to God in a spirit of humble dependence, 

asking Him to provide what we need to sustain us from day to day.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. The Greek word for “forgive” 

in the New Testament is the word “aphes,” which means to dismiss or free. God’s forgiveness, then, is about 

being pardoned from doing something wrong and also about releasing or dismissing wrongs done to us. There’s 

no escaping our sinful nature: as Christians we are to lean on and trust in Jesus Christ, knowing His sacrificial 

death on the cross granted forgiveness and brought us into fellowship with our Father. 

THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN 
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Dives and Lazarus 

T he late Clovis G. Chappell was one of a number of excellent Methodist authors and preachers of the past 

decades. In a sermon taken from the teaching of Jesus Christ on life after death (Saint Luke 16:19-31), Dr. 

Chappell reminds us that “philosophers, scholars, and wise men may speculate and do speculate what lies beyond 

the grave, but our Lord does not speculate – He knows. He is equally at home in the realm of the seen and the 

unseen.” 

Well over two-thirds of Jesus’ teaching is on stewardship. In his case He contrasts the lives of two individuals who 

were close together physically, but in a social context, were very much apart. The tragedy is that in their present 

lives the two never came together and enjoyed the opportunity to serve or the need to be served. 

An Excerpt from 

Reflections from  

the Former archdeacon 
By the Ven. Donald A. Seeks 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. . . . Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 

from evil. Our petition is to be delivered from evil, from the tempter – the devil, and to keep us from being assaulted 

by him or help us to overcome the assaults. We are asking God to deliver us from the corruption and evil conditions in 

the world. Proverbs 15:29 assures us, “The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous.” 

Romans 12:21 gives us this message to partner alongside our petition to be delivered from evil: “Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” In other words, we can participate with God in our delivery from 

evil and temptations.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  The Lord’s Prayer ends with this 

doxology. This phrase is found in the Greek Textus Receptus and Majority Text and in the early English versions 

in the King James Version (KJV) as well as the New King James Version (NKJV). It is not, however, in the main 

body of the Critical Text or Greek text of the New Testament based on a combination of the earliest and most 

accurate manuscripts available. But the passage has patristic support relating to the early Christian theologians 

including the distinguished orthodox father of the 4th century, Bishop John Chrysostom. He writes that the 

doxology is fitting in that it is “…bringing to our remembrance the King under whom we are arrayed, and 

signifying Him to be more powerful than all.”    – Amen and Amen. 

Note: The watercolor painting by James Tissot (French, 1836-1902) of The Lord's Prayer appears in the Brooklyn 

Museum. 
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The rich man’s name is not mentioned, so he simply is called “Dives,” 

which means “rich.” Dives never seems to have noticed a poor man, 

Lazarus, who sat at the Dives’ gate. And so the sin of Dives is not injury 

of any kind to Lazarus, but simply that he ignored him in his need and was 

too busy to care. To be sure, sick Lazarus did receive crumbs and table 

scraps from time to time to prevent starvation, but God does not intend it 

to be so. His intention is to save the world, but not through mere crumbs 

of time, talent or treasure. Mere tokenism is neither good stewardship nor 

faithful discipleship. 

In the story of Dives and Lazarus our Lord Jesus offers a glimpse of life 

after death. He reveals that the dead are really alive, for “God is not of the 

dead, but of the living” (Mark 12:27). He reveals that although we will 

encounter physical death and that our personalities will remain intact, we 

will be what we have become in this life. Some wishful thinkers would 

hope that somehow if we have done no better than create a pumpkin in 

this life, it will turn magically into a coach in the afterlife, but that is not 

the gist of the parable. A self-centered, self-indulgent, uncaring or 

apathetic life will remain our legacy in the life to come. Our present 

lifestyle, then, really has an eternal consequence.  

Finally, the story of Dives and Lazarus is an important segment of Jesus’ 

teaching that there will be a separation between the believers and nonbelievers. Lazarus was carried up to 

Heaven and a relationship with God because he evidently made a choice for God. Dives became spiritually 

bankrupt by making poor choices which tended to make his wealth the center of his own universe, and he 

chose to live for himself when he knew better. He could have been obedient to God’s laws and be a student of 

the prophets of God, but he was not. His choices produced a fatal destiny.  

If we compare our lives to most of the rest of the world, we are definitely wealthy. It is very tempting to enjoy 

what we have without regard to others, as Jesus said of Dives. If we do so, how will we build a character that 

will live forever? We are saved by grace, but we are sanctified by our works of faith and determination to 

follow Jesus. God has given us the rich man’s blessing, but along with that we have responsibilities and 

opportunities to love and serve others. As a former commercial entreats, we need to make “the right choice.” 

An Excerpt from 

Reflections from  

the Former archdeacon 
By the Ven. Donald A. Seeks 
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Painting of Lazarus at the rich man's 
gate by Fyodor Bronnikov (1886). He 
was a Russian-born history and genre 
painter (b.1827– d.1902) who spent most 
of his life in Italy. 



October 2020 Page 7 

The Joy and Sorrow of Facebook 

By the Rev. Fabien Perring 

Christ the King, Ridgecrest 

Psychologist Daniel Kahneman writes in his book Thinking, Fast and Slow about the importance of talking around 

the water cooler at the office. Drinking and talking around the water cooler might be frowned upon by most 

managers, since it is a sign of people not working, but he emphasizes the impact of it in the workplace. 

This is a way we subconsciously learn from other people’s behaviors and experiences. The subconscious act 

allows us to make decisions in the future about what we should or should not do because we do not want to be 

the object of discussion around the “water cooler.” In these interactions we make assumptions about other 

people’s decisions. Then we learn how to slow down our thinking by talking and interacting with the set of 

circumstances that led to that individual making a decision. Although we don’t have one general “water cooler” to 

chat around in Ridgecrest, we are influenced by a proverbial water cooler known as Facebook. Though Facebook 

is a more accessible water cooler, it is not a sufficient means of discourse. 

Facebook has been part of our culture for nearly 16 years and has allowed us to peer into people’s lives in a way 

we would have never thought possible. Thus, we have learned so much of other’s lives without knowing any of 

their cultural context. We have trained our brains to make assumptions of a person or issue whether we have seen 

a video of someone hilariously falling or an appalling video of abuse. Video clips are a snapshot of complex sets 

of issues, cultures, and decisions that lead us to believe one thing or another without taking time to slow our 

brains down to think critically about what is going on. No amount of discussion online will help us fully 

understand the perceptions of one another. Body language and tone are all missed when we engage one another 

around this online water cooler. 

The most ardent commentators will write volumes on a topic while others will mindlessly scroll past fabricated 

articles on various topics. Both will neglect the validity of a topic or weigh the significance of one thing over 

another. Both will burn out over time and no longer engage their slow methodical process of thinking and 

subconsciously opt to believe a quick assumption. 

Jesus teaches us to be “as innocent as doves but as wise as serpents” (Matt. 10:16). The understanding is that we 

are to believe the best in one another while also understanding fallen human nature. We are to be both gracious 

toward one another in conversations and understand that we have the curse of original sin that subconsciously 

and consciously sets us apart from each other. 

The psychological reality of how we form assumptions around the water cooler should give us pause as Christians 

to consider how we communicate in person and online. Are we being gracious and seeking understanding? Can it 

be said of us that we are imitating our Lord and being slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love? 

May it be so for our parishes and diocese.  

Fabien+ 

THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN 
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L ast month we had what the Church calendar calls Ember Days. These are four three-day-periods 

throughout the year where the focus is on prayer and fasting for vocations and ministry. Because ordained 

ministry is one of the more visible ministries in the Church, this tends to be the main focus. However, now is a 

good time throughout the Church for people to pray for vocations and not just for ordained ministry, since this 

is incredibly limiting. 

A good example of not understanding ordained ministry and the ministries of lay people is one I experienced 

growing up. I remember we had a few priests and some lay people whose ministries stood out from the 

congregation. There was a feeling we (the congregation) were just there to support what they were doing in 

their ministries. We’d give some money to help cover their costs if asked specifically to help, but beyond that 

we were not “involved” in their outreach programs. 

Many people today see ordained ministry as the mainstay of a Church, but it shouldn’t be. The truth of the 

matter is that in reality, ALL Christians are called to ministry. For some that ministry may be ordained, but for 

other Christians, it’s lay ministry. The Church is the body of Christ, and living bodies don’t have a large section 

of the body that’s just along for the ride; rather, every part of the body works together for the life of the body. 

In other words, a congregation shouldn’t rely on the clergy to minister to them, the clergy should be there to 

equip and support the individuals of the congregation in their ministries. 

Now where this gets difficult for some people is, we can’t just pick and choose what our ministry is or what we 

do for Christ. When we talk about a calling, it’s not us calling out to God telling Him what we’re going to do – 

it’s us listening to what His calling is in our life. If we turn to God in prayer asking what His call is for ministry, 

we may be surprised. I’ve known a number of clergy who described a time shortly before they entered seminary 

as “running away from their calling” like Jonah! We need to remember that if we want to follow Christ and 

want the Church to grow, we need to follow His calling – whatever it may be. 

We have a prime example of that with seminarians in our diocese. They’re not people who have chosen on 

their own to go through seminary and get ordained. The ordination process is often referred to as the 

discernment process; it’s a time to come together with others in the congregation and diocese to test what their 

calling is. Some going through this process get ordained, but there are others who have realized they’re not 

called to ordained ministry and have a stronger understanding of what their calling is in lay ministry. 

So this month I encourage you to take some time, turn to God in prayer, and honestly ask Him for help in 

discerning His call in your life. That call may be different from what you’d like to do, and it could be surprising! 

Written by Fr. Phil Berghuis 

THE SAN JOAQUIN ANGLICAN 

What Is God’s Call in Your Life? 



October 2020 Page 9 

What is ACTS? 

A CTS, the Anglican Catechist Training School of the Anglican 

Diocese of San Joaquin, is a theological training program for laity within 

the Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin who are particularly called to 

teaching ministries and who seek to serve their local parishes in 

discipling new Christians. Nine new students entered the ACTS YEAR 

1 program for the 2020-2021 course year. Two students continued their 

training in ACTS Year 2, which offers further training in assisting 

priests with pastoring and discipling church members. There is one 

student who is doing a third year of ACTS as an independent study.   

The goal of the ACTS program is to partner with ordained clergy in training, equipping and sending out lay 

leaders within the Anglican context to serve in the local parish, discipling and teaching others the basic 

Christian faith. ACTS offers mature Christians intentional discipleship training intended to prepare them to 

serve as Lay Catechists or teachers of the faith. ACTS Year 1 graduates serve first in their own parishes, 

teaching alongside clergy and allowing the parish to increase its ability to welcome and disciple new Christians. 

If they desire to teach outside the parish, ACTS graduates may undertake further training which prepares them 

to assist in catechizing beyond their local parish and may even assist in church planting in their local 

communities through ACTS Year 2. 

The ACTS course engages students in theological study through course readings, video lectures by Diocesan 

clergy and lay leaders, written responses to the academic content and group discussion during monthly ACTS 

class sessions. ACTS students also take the needed Diocesan training courses for lay ministry roles such as Lay 

Eucharistic Minister (LEM), Pastoral Lay Eucharistic Minister (PLEM) and Lay Reader and serve their local 

parish in these vital lay ministry positions. Finally, ACTS students participate in monthly reflection on their 

ACTS coursework and ministry experience with a clergy or lay mentor. The three ACTS components reflect 

three important spiritual disciplines within the Anglican tradition of study, service and prayer. 

Elizabeth Conkle, M.Div., a lay woman from Saint James Anglican Church in Fresno, serves as ACTS director 

along with a board of laity and clergy from congregations across the Diocese. ACTS applications are available 

beginning in June with the application deadline of July 31st. Classes begin at the end of August and run through 

June. The ACTS program works closely with local parish clergy to ensure that students are supported 

financially, academically and spiritually throughout the ACTS course.  

Written by Dc. Erin Giles 

Jesus the Good Shepherd, Henderson, NV 
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Bishop’s Note series-- 
 

The Bishop's Note is a pastoral message published weekly by Bishop Eric Menees. 

To subscribe, send an email message with your email to receptionist@dioceseofsanjoaquin.net. 

October 2020 

The San Joaquin Anglican is published monthly 
by The Anglican Diocese of San Joaquin, 
California. 
 

Submissions will be accepted for consideration 
anytime. Contributions must be received by the 
20th of the month for possible inclusion in the 
newsletter in the following month.  
 

Please send these to melody@ctkridgecrest.org 
 

Thank you! 
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